Our results are presented in Fig. 4 . We carried out 13 filtrations in 11 nongouty patients, and 14 in six patients with classical gout. The plasma uric acid in the non-gouty group varied between 3.1 and 6.3 mg.% (average 4.3 mg.%), and in the gouty group from 3.5 to 8.7 mg.% (average 6.4 mg.%). The average ultrafiltrability for the non-gouty group was 93% and for the gouty ones was 94%. In both groups, with three exceptions, all the results were between 90 and 100%.
Discussion
The method of ultrafiltration employed was a modification of that used by Wolfson et al., but ' 300 " moisture-proof cellophane was used instead of " 600,'" as it was considered that, in spite of the conditions being anaerobic, the more quickly the filtration was carried out the less chance there was of change in equilibrium in the solution. In spite of this, the time of ultrafiltration was considerable-17 hours-and the percentage of uric acid that was ultrafiltrable was on an average as high as 93% (in eight samples 100%). There was no change between the percentage ultrafiltrable from gouty and non-gouty patients. It was felt that the filtrable fraction was so large that no conclusion about the state of the urates in the blood could be drawn from this experiment. A satisfactory method of ultrafiltration was finally found, but both in gouty and non-gouty individuals the ultrafiltrable fraction averaged between 93 and 94%. Ultrafiltration, therefore, appears of no value in differentiating patients suffering from gout from normal individuals.
